'Zero Carbon Britain' - report on CAT online course
TBI Convenor Julian Paren recently took part in this two day online course run by the Centre for Alternative Technology, based in Wales, and has written this report
Experiencing the Zero Carbon Britain online course from the Centre for Alternative Technology (CAT), mid Wales
I was one of around 100 participants who enjoyed the two-day course that ran from 29 to 30 April this year.  The course sessions were extremely factual and were each followed by breakout sessions with a maximum of five people.  All those attending were encouraged to have looked beforehand at the executive summary of the Zero Carbon Britain book, published by CAT, and some course lectures delved into the nitty-gritty of its following 204 pages. 
The course was developed in response to discussions with local Councils and to me its most important element was the networking with others working and studying in the field, and exploring the radical changes needed to rise to the climate challenge.  The radical changes in Society and individual commitment for inspiring others were analysed, besides the easier to grasp, changes in technology.  So most of one day was spent on understanding how to be more effective in the community and how to organise oneself better.  Rob Hopkins (founder of the Transition Movement) was an impressive speaker on the course alongside Paul Allen, the Knowledge and Outreach Director of Zero Carbon Britain..  In my feedback of the course I said Paul Allen was clearer in his arguments than I have ever heard from Chris Packham or Sir David Attenborough, and so I hoped the Open University could base TV Programmes around him to get the message to the widest public.
The Scottish Communities Climate Action Network had negotiated a fee of £30 to attend the course and there were attendees from Edinburgh Transition, Planet Sutherland and Findhorn for example.  The normal fee is £75 and there are free places for those who would be unable to attend otherwise.

Having been immersed in Climate Science my whole working life, I was aware of virtually all the factual material, so I treated the course as a real refresher.  But what made the course were the discussions in small groups and in Chat Sessions about “what to do” and learning of best practice from elsewhere.  Believe it, the Somerset Levels with a population of 3000 have done everything that Transition Black Isle might aspire to with a catchment of 10,000 catchment.  There was a one-hour off-line session where I chose the topic of Food and Land Use (the other topic was Power Up, Power Down) to write two sides of bullets as if preparing to write a strategy for the Black Isle and how it would be implemented.
The Summary of the course content was

You will explore all aspects of climate solutions and scenarios presented in the Net Zero Britain research. Live lectures will cover a range of topics from renewable energy and energy efficiency to diets and land-use, looking at how these can work together to help us build a zero carbon future. Online workshops will enable discussion and debate among participants on catalysing action across all areas of society.
The next course is 23/24 June with a further course on 17/18 November.  Whether this is for you or not, do take a look at the Executive Summary to Net Zero Britain.  All documents can be downloaded at

https://cat.org.uk/info-resources/zero-carbon-britain/research-reports/zero-carbon-britain-rising-to-the-climate-emergency/
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